
iMERR year report 2020 

Introduction 

The COVID-19 pandemic had profound implications in the way we worked in 2020 but did not 
seem to have diminished our production in terms of number of publications and quality of our 
research. Apparently, we have been able to adjust to the situation without major losses, but the 
pandemic affected several research projects. Some were altered in order to keep progression in 
collecting data. Others had to wait until the number of infected people subsided somewhat. PhD 
students who have clinical duties were frequently overburden and have faced obstacles to continue 
with their research. The self-evaluation of the quality of the research of our institute was delayed and 
hopefully will be completed in 2021. This year report is somewhat different from previous reports. It 
only contains new developments within 2020 such as publications, grants, new PhD projects etc. All 
other information can be found on our website in previous year reports. 
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Societal impact 

• Article in Science Guide (https://www.scienceguide.nl/2020/02/van-een-verhoogd-
bsaprofiteren-vooral-mannen-vrouwen-ervaren-hinder/) + interview BNR radio about research 
on stricter academic policy and relation with academic performance and student wellbeing. 

• Interview to Eric Boodman about our research on reasoning flaws and diagnostic errors reported 
on in the article “How the psychology of a $4.99 price tag might influence who undergoes heart 
surgery”, published on www.statnews.com on 19 February 2020. StatNews is an American health-
oriented news website aimed at disseminating scientific findings to lay people, produced by 
Boston Globe Medica, headquartered in Boston. 

• Contribution to article: De Campus in lockdown: “Het was een verschrikkelijke chaos” in 
Erasmus Magazine 25 augustus 2020. De campus in lockdown: 'Het was een verschrikkelijke 
chaos' - Erasmus Magazine 

• Stegers-Jager KM, Cleutjens K. Decentrale selectie is zo slecht nog niet. Medisch Contact. 
2020;34/35:36-7. 

 

Research Quality, Prizes and Honours 

The article by Mamede and colleagues on an educational intervention to immunize physicians against 
bias in diagnostic reasoning has been selected by the editors of BMJ Quality & Safety as one of the 
Top 10 articles published in 2020  (https://blogs.bmj.com/qualitysafety/2021/03/14/introducing-
the-top-articles-of-2020/). 
 
NVMO Beste Onderzoekspaper Vera Broks “Verborgen in het zicht: wisselende effecten van een 
hogere prestatienorm op studievoortgang van verschillende groepen geneeskundestudenten” 
 


